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Morality in Social Life

Moralidad en la vida social
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Bastianel views moral personal life as more than a private and

individual reality. Indeed, one’s relationship with the other is

basic to the moral experience, and it constitutes part of the

innerunityof a freeandconsciousresponsibleperson.Human

beings liveouttheirrelationshipswithinthehistoricconcrete-

ness of life in commonality with others.The historical expres-

sion of that which is morally wrong takes the form of scattered

and dividing relationships with the intention of possession,

domination,fighting and division.On the other hand,history

shows us that the human quality of relationships effecting that

whichisgoodisexpressedthroughacceptanceandthecapabil-

ityof creatingsharedformsof life.

TheChristianinterpretationofhistory,withitsgoalofcom-

munity,asks ineachsituationabout thehumanqualityof rela-

tionships and the structures of social life. This book addresses

the interconnections between personal morals and social jus-

tice,raisingfundamentalquestionsaboutpolitical lifeandeco-

nomics,abouthungeranddevelopment,aboutcommongood

andinstitutions.�
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Sergio Bastianel s.j., born in , is currently Ordinary professor

of moral theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome

andalsoservesas itsacademicVice-rector.Hespenthisearlyyears

teachingandlecturingatthePontificalTheologicalFacultyofSan

Luigi in Naples, Italy, and in later years he served as Dean of the

TheologicalFacultyof thePontificalGregorianUniversity.Among

his publications are: Il carattere specifico della morale cristiana,

; Autonomia morale del credente, ; La preghiera nella

vitamorale,;VitamoralenellafedeinGesùCristo,;and

Leviedelbene(incollaborationwithAbignenteD.),.�


